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The Political Alternative 


WELCOM E to our sixth Anniversary Assembly This is manifestly 
an occasion of unmitigated joy; for me, certainly, and I hope for 
all of us, it is an occasion of abundant happiness, in a season of 
good tidings; a season which, as fortune would have it, in compen- 
sation for our chequered and cosmopolitan history, extends from 
Eid through Diwali and up to Christmas. Up to Christmas and 
beyond; for then, of course, to bring a measure of unity out of 
the diversity, there is still Carnival to come. 

This year, like last year, abounds in politics; the nation’s cup is running 
over. The season has been open since the Cropover of 1973 and there is no 
telling if and when it is going to close. Hardly had our Community Secretary 
Ivan Laughlin, warned our Council of Representatives on August 19, 1973 
of the crucial sixty days that lay ahead when the ruling party put all its dirty 
linen on display — with the exception of its assets — shattering the hallowed 
myth that bacchanal and infighting had become a monopoly of the conven- 
tional opposition. 

By December, the comedy had turned to farce what the Messiah’s 
Second Coming. Since then the old regime has been busily climbing rainbows 
before a captive TV audience. As of now the show is mounted on a trip — on 
a slow boat to China — leaving the centre-stage to Tapia — if the front pages 
and the back pages and the editorial pages and the letter pages and the whis- 
pering in the taxis and the arguing in the rum shops are any guide or any 
indication. 

Bro. Chairman, there is a saying in Tapia, that when the cameras seek 
you out, when you are in focus of the spotlight, you can’t rehearse, When 
peas ready to buss, you can’t run then to light the fire. Tapia must now 
deliver or forever hold our peace. The time is now; it is our moment of 
truth; the die is cast and we must make history. We must swim or we will 
sink. Brothers & Sisters, the time for political combat has arrived. 

The climax of the constitution crisis is in sight, the consummation 
ofthe February Revolution is athand. It is the last, the final and the ultimate 
round; and the time to be in front is at the end. is 

Who these days is asking the old question whether Tapia is a political 
party, if the Tapia way en’ go take tao long? Nobody is talking about arn: 
chair intellectuals from St, Augustine ... not after the googly and the leg- 
breaks that we bowl them. Who now dares to challenge our foundations at 
the grassroots? 
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Just as the Tapia ideals will be with us to the very end, so the Lapia 
foundations have been with us from the very beginning. It has only been Q 
matter of time before we broke through the media of communication by 
politics if not by law. Here how the forecast was made in the Express on May 
24, 1969, when everybody was saying I can’t understand what Best Writing: 

“Tt is in the nature of new leadership that it comes to the fore at 

critical points of social and economic change. When, for one reason or 

another major new issues are brought into relief by changed condi- 
tions, the political system is called upon to adjust. The old procedures 
and instruments, the tested responses and policies, and the seasoned 
personalities are required to be flexible before the new demands and to 
yield some ground. If they do not make concessions, altogether new 
policies are promoted and a fresh cast is precipitated onto the stage. 

“Usually, before the new order is ushered in, there has to be 
played out a great deal of overture while public consciousness of the 
gravity of the situation is formed and prepared for decision on what 
next. This jouvert exhibits much ole mas. On the one side, ineffectual 
semi-demi by the has-beens, perceiving the opening and seeking revival or 
by the would-be’s, forcing entry. On the other, as the situation de- 
generates, the incumbents, bankrupt of all political resource and moral 
authority, must resort to play exclusively by tactics. 

“We are then faced by the phenomenon of government by 
announcement of plans — plans meant to accommodate ideas that are, 
fast gaining currency in the new situation. But there is no tine for 
thinking through to unplementation. As a multiplicitly of interest: 
groups arise in the process of re-alignment and mobilisation, there is a 
sparking of incident with which to contend. Those holding power then 
act out the farce of rushing up and down trying with their bare hands 
to douse the spreading flanes. At that point the end comes in view. 

“The new leadership which emerges is articulate and clear. One 
attribute it always possesses is command of the past, a command that 
evokes the entire experience of accumulated frustrations and resent 
ments. The effect 1s to alarm the old interests and excite the new . . 

“Further, the new leadership necessarily disposes of energy, 
boundless energy to service unceasing claims. Finally, boldness even 
fearlessness, the nerve to challenge the old order on any ground and to 
call the shots. Often, however, the challenge is posed by innovation and 
modification of the rules and place of context. When this occurs, it 
lends the vital element of surprise. So that, when the development 
dawns upon the general consciousness, its air of magic transports the 
protagonists of change onto a higher plane of hope and by doing just 
that, throws the forces of reaction into total disarray.” 
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Bro. Chairman,that was 1969. We have been writing the script for 

1974, calling the tune, naming the shots. How and why? . . . became when 
you are genuinely building from below, your projections can be very sure. 
because grass-roots building from ‘tie»-mud and the grass and the people, 
never fails you. That unique method of refusing to see people as a face- 
less, mindless crowd in the square, listening to a Doctor talk — that is the 
method of unconventional politics. Brothers and Sisters, my compere once 
elke that you canmake track for gouti to run but lappe does mek he own 
road. 
Lappe does make he own road. The Tapia method of political organ- 
isatiou revels in large multitudes of people. All of our proposals for the 
Constituent Assembly, for the Big-Macco Senate and for 25 Municipal 
Councils seek to place the burden of responsibility for the future of our 
country on plenty of ordinary people with no special education and with no 
special title or qualification. We insist that the real enemies of progress, what- 
ever left-wing or liberal slogans they may be mouthing at the mament, are 
those reactionaries who are instinctively hostile to any organized assembly of 
little people. 

A lot of well-meaning radicals are keenly interested in assembling a 
faceless and mindless crowd. Tapia is totally opposed to that. Hear how the 


case was put in the Express in May of 1969: 
“Crowds cannot control leaders — least of-all when they meet in 
political Universities. They risk being brambled by rhetoric. But we are 
a literate and articulate people and what we need are small groupings 
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where real conversation is possible ... We need a Constituent Assem 

of the entire electorate. Hence, the need to shift from platform 

crowd politics to informal local groups.” 
That was May 1969. It explains our performance in 1970. It shows we haq 
nothing personal against the leaders of the Black Power Movement. We had 
already learnt the perils of 1956 when we opposed their crowd method in 
1970. 

Tapia’s whole strategy over the six years has been built not so much on 
public meetings of which we have had only 51 over our entire history. Our 
foundation has been Thursday night discussions, house meetings in the local 
areas and Assemblies such as this where friend and foe alike have been able to 
exchange ideas, size up leaders and engage in profitable intercourse. This 
strategy does not depend on leaders and orators alone. In fact, it could not 
have succeeded unless the entire Movement of supporters, friends, associates 
and members and even of opponents, accepted some commitment to become 
involved in a genuine participation. 


bly 
and 


Bro. Chairman, Tapia’s politics is participatory politics not just party 
politics. It is time for a new advance. The importance of this advance is that 
it has been preparing a Movement with the means to wage the battle for the 
opposition and for the oppressed by peaceful and civil means as against the 
means of violence and war. 

Conventional politics is equipped only for confrontation either during 
election campaigns or in crises such as we saw at the height of the February 
Revolution only four years ago. But once the election is done or the crisis 
boils over, the crowds simply disperse and the people lapse into submission 
and quiescence, bitter, disappointed, despairing to the point of cynicism. 

The stage is then left to the leaders who have no means of being 
effective without the aid of the angry crowd. The Opposition therefore resign: 
itself to the automatic majority of the Government, to their control of the 
State machine. the police, the patronage, the media of communication. In 
this frustration, in this paralysis, they can only resort to boycott, to the 
walk-out, to one futility after the other. 

Tapia’s opposition is a horse of a different colour. Prepared as we are, 
with men, with plans, with the routines of organised political life; with the 
disciplines and the experiences of successive Assemblies; with the coherence 
and the consistency and the competence of solid long-term building; Tap! 
has been able at short notice to introduce a new and effective style of 
opposition without any crowd manipulation, without any threat ofsriot 
confrontation. 


Last Sunday, hear what we put in the Sunday Guardian: 
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“What has been happening more recently is a demonstration of how 
effective opposition can be conducted within the law and the constitu- 
tion e utilising the absurdities of the situation to effect 
“Instinctively, the country understands that is what Tapia is helping 
along the way. The response to our Senate presence has been tremend- 
ous and the anxieties about it are partly e¥idence of how much people 
really care and of how little apathy there really is in the country.” 
Bro. Chairman. 

I do not see any apathy among the people of this country, not when 
there is real politics, expressing the views of real people, identifiable in flesh 
and blood. Look at the crowd at the Great Debate; look how the morgue in 
the Red House has suddenly come alive! Tapia has been showing how the 
Senate can be used to represent the disadvantaged people in this country, 
whether the dispossession is material or spiritual or cultural. We represent the 
revival which is coming, the moral resurgence, the cultural upliftment, the 
spiritual transformation. 

Up to now we have represented these new values on the intellectual 
plane and in the communities. Now we are doing it by the dramatic ways and 
means of politics on the public stage. We have transported the politics into 
realms appropriate to a people who have thrown the powerlessness and the 
impatience of slavery, indenture and colonialism out of the window of history 
for good. 

As it was put to the Assembly here last May: We have tied them up 

“with the kind of quietly effective politics which does not depend on 

crisis because it relies not on the rhetorical exploitation of despair, 

anger and indignation but on thought and insight and wit which can 
be exercised in very normal times.”’ 

Lhe point, Bro. Chairman, is that this politics depends on the Brothers 
and Sisters here assembled but only to the extent that they are conscious and 
they are organised for constructive and positive action. If we are confident 
that we are more than a crowd, ready to be an electoral force and ready for 
the rigours of the reconstruction after we conquer the machine of the State, 
then we can proceed to bring out those celebrated 80,000 people into the 


public square. | 
This is what the old regime is mortally afraid will happen any morning 

now.:Hear their hysterical response to my forecast way back in 1969, betore 

the colossal marches. I am reading from The Nation, on June 20, of tha 


ae -eighty thousand people 


66 i i i 
Best feels the time will come when seventy-to ys, these people 


will come into the streets. When that happens, Best sa 
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will not have to be told anything, their decision will already have been 

made.” 

Right for once. Once we study we head and decide we mind and then 
assemble in the People’s Parliament, we can call the Constituent Assembly 
ourselves, demand the elections, call the shots, name the tunes ... all the 
things we should have been able to do in 1970 if the Movement Jhad only - 
had aconstructive and civil base. Well, we have it now. 

Brothers & Sisters, You can see the reason why Tapia can assemble 
here today to celebrate our Sixth Anniversary Assembly without ever a split, 
without faction, without ruction. While the other side is in fractions — vulgar 
fractions — united we stand in all our number ... our supporters, our 
friends, our associates, our members in an ever swelling stream. The Move- 
ment is moving with a vengeance. And it is turpentime in they tail. 


It is time for a change ... that is the cry of all the people. Time fora 
change ... and Tapia must take the lead to change it. It is turpentime in 
they tail ... politics for Eid, politics for Diwali, politics for Christmas and 


politics for Carnival. Man, we go make mas’ with them. 
Politics, left, right and centre; back, belly, front and side. Up and 
down; round and round ... until that day we talked about last November, 


when all the people will noise their voices loud and clear for the walls of, 
Jericho to tumble. 


Brothers & Sisters, 


We have arrived at this juncture of responsibility only through system- 
atic preparation. This Assembly is no isolated happening, this gallop is no 
sudden breakaway. September 23, last, when the glorious morning come: 
November 18, another red-letter day; January 20, Once Upon A Time; April 
7, 100 to I against the Government; and May 7 this year when we finally 
killed off our old self in painful preparation for responsibility and power. 

@® Let me remind you what we noticed in May: That it was one to go, 
that we were on the last leg, the country had become tired especially after the 
Guerrilla Confrontation had “smeared so much needless blood across the 
landscape.” 

@® That, after an eternity of despairing and learning from such isolated 
little uprisings as Cedros or Matelot, after many guava seasons of futility, of 
betrayal and of barren hope, our people were ready to throw off their burden 
of oppression by revising the social contract and by installing permanent and 
enduring new political machinery. 

ms That the only real choice our people could make was to select an 
educational, hardwuk, political party in dashiki, in slippers, and in dungarees. 
Not a back-to-front party which begins by whipping up a crowd hoping lo 
organise it some time after but a party with the capacity for organisation and 
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last. 

Wi That the real power of such a party comes from the moral authority 
which it enjoys even among those who oppose it; from the commitment and 
the dedication from its supporters. That, on that scale, Tapia had no rival in 
the country. 

G8 That in the 65 months of our career till then, we had selected our 
people without ever promising any electoral victory, without offering any 
deliverance by magic. We did not rush to form any party, we avoided too 
much stress on agitation, picking and choosing Tapia people for their idealism, 
their patience, for their staying power. In other words, letting the Tapia 
people choose themselves in the fullness of time. 

Gi That if Tapia was a dead party, as one pundit insisted, we were playing 
dead only to ketch corbeau alive. 

ge That Tapia would prevail for the simple reason that its political 
capacities would become indispensable to the nation at a certain crucial 
historical moment. And that we would discover all kinds of previously 
inconceivable magic — 

‘sf .we are ready at the moment when the call to service comes, as I can 

tell you with assurance, it is coming very soon.” 
Brothers & Sisters, 

That was May this year. We no longer have to persuade anybody . . 
all the marrish and the parrish know “bout Tapia. Suddenly we appear to 
the country, to the people as the tongue of oppression and the voice’ of 
hope, quickening the pulse of possibility and unravelling the knot of access 
into greener pastures. 
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Two Burning Issues 


‘WO fundamental issues have been set ablaze by the Tapia wing 
of change in recent weeks. The first 1s the issue of the Have-Nots 
on whose behalf we have joined battle with the Haves in fight 
that we will carry right into the corridors of power to reconstruct 
a world in justice and equality. 

All the pundits said how mad we were to raise the Great Debate and 
put the case for little people. But when from the angle of a humble Tapia 
House, we looked at the achievement of the ruling party, the only creation 
we could see was “‘a privileged group drawn from every race and class.” As 
Dr. Vernon Gocking put it, “The country has achieved the ideal of a co. 
operative multi-racial society but on the basis of oligarchy not democracy.” 
On the basis of the few; not the many. 

When we checked it out, and ripped aside the rhetoric and the old-talk 
about black-people, about the working-class, about the left and the right, 
about private enterprise and people’s sectors; when we looked behind the 
perspectives for the new society and for national reconstruction; when we 
laid the People Charter bare; one fact stood boldly and starkly out, and it is 
this: there exists an elite in politics, in government, in commerce, in industry 
and in the Unions too. Not forgetting the University. 

Too often these elites have used class leverage and racial leverage to 
confuse the politics, to conceal the cosmopolitan nature of their interest and 
to block the emergence of opposition which could represent the vast multi- 
tude of little people in the country. 

What we pointed out in Tapia was that all the elites had a lever by 
which they could protect themselves and improve their standard of living. 
The merchants and industrialists had their margins, the professionals had 
their fees, the Unions their bargains and the politicians their deals. Outside 
this system were the corporations who took their share even before the na- 
tional income was counted up and the large majority of unorganised people 
with no recourse but to take the crumbs. 

Crumbs for the unemployed and under-employed, for the casually 
employed; crumbs for pensioners, sugar workers, shop assistants, for farmers. 
for all who could not bargain from a place of strength. # 
The upshot of this was that in 1971/72, no less than 70% of the hous 4 


holds in the country fell below the national average of $290 per month. 
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top 4% of the households eceived over $1,000 per mon 
halt received less than $200. In fact, 27% cage below eae 
$100 per month. sia 

Put another way, the top 10% of the households received 38% of the 
income and the top 20% received no less than 58% of the income. When you 
look back to 1957/58, the horror of horrors is that the position had gotten 
worse — after 16 years of voting a national movement into power. 

Since 1957/58, the top 10 of households, the rich ones, have improved 
their position by 42% and the top 20% have gained 8% more of the national 
cake. The bottom 20%, the very poor households, lost 1.2% as their share 
dropped from 3.4% to 2.2%. 

The 60% who fall below the national average lost from the policies of 
the national movement. Their share dropped from 27.1% in 1957/58 to 
22.9% in 1971/72. In terms of economics, we know what the Revolution is 
about. About Haves and Have Nots. And the figures on income are confirmed 
many times over by the figures for the ownership of business, by the figures 










“These elites have used class leverage and 
racial leverage to confuse the politics ... 
and to block the emergence of opposition 
which could represent the vast multitude of 
little people.” 





on land holding, on housing, education, employment and all the indicators of 
social change. I am not going to dwell on these data which have already been 
set out in Who Owns Trinidad & Tobago? 

The first issue then is Haves and Have Nots. The second is Political 
Representation. This issue has deveiopedargely in relation to the matter of 
constitution reform and, so far as Tapia is concerned, in particular relation to 
A Temporary Conference of the Citizens or a Constituent Assembly and a 
Permanent Conference of the Citizens or a Big Macco Senate. 

Constitution reform only becomes necessary when the social contract 
has been broken and when the people can see no possibility of representation. 
When the Courts are not working, when the Army mutinies, when Parliament 
is a farce and the electoral system is not trusted; when the parties and the 
eaders are divided, fragmented, unable to get themselves together to represent 
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the general will, it is time to summon the sovereign people. 


“It follows that Parliament is legitimate and valid only if it assembles 


for the purposes of informing the process of government, the honafide 
representatives of all the community interests. These bona fide 
representatives may Le assembled within a single party, or a great 
number of parties, or no party at all> ' 
“Representation may be fully participatory as in a tiny city-state 
where the democracy is direct. Or it may be embodied in a single elect 
personage, be it King, Chief or Elder; or even in a select group of 
Citizens. be they Fiders, Nobles, Senators or Representatives. 
“Representation also, may result in widely differing arrangements for 
war-making and law-making and for civil and military administration. 
It may entail a rich variety of agencies and institutions for adjoining 
the government of the State to the politics of the community; it 
might involve markedly different combinations of these agencies to 
ensure an adequate separation or integration of powers within the 
government and an appropriate emphasis as between the function of 
government which is to employ authority and the process of politics 
which is to create and distribute it amongst competing groups. 

“The system of government and politics may utilise two legislative 
Houses or one or even none; it may make the one House dependent on 
the other or completely independent of it. It may separate the Judiciary 
from the Executive and the Executive from the Legislature; or it mav 
combine them all as Proprietary Government did in the earliest politics 
of the West India islands. It might elect the Chief Executive, the 
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when the Courts are corrupt, the parties incapable of articulating com- 
munity interests, the Government incompetent to govern, the leaders 
obsolescent and out of touch with the imperatives of the age 


“But a mere political crisis can be cured when elections will suffice to 
activate new parties, new leaders and new representatives in general so 
that a new generation of law-makers and administrators could embark 
on the reforms needed to clean the judicial stables, to refurbish the 
corridors of the legislature and to galvanize the Executive into action. 


“It ig when mere elections, a mere change of faces by the traditional 
methods, can promise no conceivable change in the condition of the 
The permutations and combinations are clearly infinite. 


“But whatever the variation, one unique condition has to be fulfilled 
if the system as a whole is to entrench a contract, embody a compact 
and express a covenant amongst the multitude of the citizens. Repre- 
sentation must be valid and legitimated in the perceptions of the 
people, government and politics must articulate the general will. 


“Whenever the expectations of the people are systematically unfulfilled. 
tt brings on a political crisis . . when Parliament is unrepresentative, 
people that the political crisis passes necessarily into a constitutional 
one involving the very make-up of the society and the State. When 
there exist no replacement parties, or leaders or representatives, nc 
replacement agencies of the popular will, when the despairing cry is 





who we going to put’ It is time tor organized upheaval or cause for 
unorganized one.” 


In 1969, Tapia identified the constitution crisis. When the mark buss 
in 1970, we immediately said: “Summon the sovereign people to put the 
State together again.” Ever since we have been Saying it, even on that famous 
Tuesday evening in the Senate. We Say summon the valid leaders and make 
them talk. Call Tony Pantin, George Weekes, Joe Young, James Manswell, 
Ray Robinson, Geddes Granger, James Millette, Raffique Shah. Put them 
alongside Eric Williams, Boysie Prevatt, Basdeo Panday, Ivan Laughlin, 
Hamlet Joseph ... and put the question. We say make them face the issues 
and decide; that what they decide would bind the country. 


A Constituent Assembly is a gathering of valid political leaders and 
rommunity spokesmen. Consti.ution Reform is not a matter for the king or 
Ox or his ass, or anything that is his. It is a matter for the valid leaders 

of the People. And if you assemble all the valid leaders of the people and put 
A adhestion before them, it would put them on the spot because thei! 
reget and the country would be watching. They would have to pS 
Fi * ©; they would have to make compromises in the interests ‘ 
nad Tobago; they would have to form realistic alignments, not JUS 
Ose of gaining office for themselves but moreso to secure the 
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ives of the people for whom they speak. 

A Constituent Assembly or Temporary Conference of Citizens would 
therefore destroy all these parties which are failing to give the people proper 
political representation, which have failed to create a valid and effective 
Parliament, competent Government and vigilant opposition. And a Permanent 
Conference of Citizens or Big-Macco Senate in which community leaders 
would have a permanent place in the Government of the country would 
sustain true party politics based on a spirit of compromise, based on the 
opinion of the country and the people. 

Needless to say, the Government has been playing with the idea all 
along. Everytime there has been a chance to assemble the community interests 
the Government hide and bawling hoop. In 1970, they called a State of 
Emergency; in 1971 they called Wooding. When Wooding decided to bring 
sroups together, they boycotted and then, at the Chaguaramas Conventiqn, 
they sent representatives with no authority to commit the party. 

Instead of assembling the citizens, the ruling party has sought to 
promote a boy standing on the burning deck whence unfortunately, all but 
he has fled. The alternative to the Tapia proposal has been a National Civic 
Crusade, a one-man party based on National Consultations, Meet the People, 
Better Village, Whitehall Visits and a range of measures which serve only to 
keep the Right Honourable Dead Horse in the spotlight. It is Pussonal 
Nonarchy gone mad. 

In 1973, all the politicians in the ruling party were discredited as 
corrupt and crooked, as having not declared their assets. In 1974, all the civil 
servants have been discredited as incompetent and incapable even of finding 
sites for industrial projects in the new Municipality in the South. All the 
plans for the oil bonanza have passed to the exclusive care of the Chief 
Executive. 

Bro. Chairman, Brothers and Sisters, 

Let us understand what all of this means. It means that the matter of 
political representation is going to be resolved by personal intervention from 
above. It is a straight case of the King against the Citizens. Two clear choices, 
in diametric opposition. 

Constitution reform we are going to have. And the final perspective for 
the new society is going to be a radical and democratic one, along the lines 
Proposed by Tapia. We are going to have equal rights for women, stronger 
local govt, a big and powerful Senate and a strong Executive. We may even 
have Proportional Representation in the bargain. But these concessions will 
be coming from above by a method that will negate the entire scheme. They 
may very we'l come by a route that would make Wooding and the Party and 
the Parliament so many pawns in a game of chess. 

In other words, Bro. Chairman, on the issue of political representation, 
the quarrel may not be about objectives but about method which admittedly 
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object 


comes to very much the same. There is the method of the old — from above. 
And there is the method of the new — from below. For me, that spells an 
irresistible force and an immovable object. Something has to give. We an 
heading for a showdown. . me; 

Now that Tapia is making the running, everything is ready for the final 
drama. The Government deluded itself into thinking that by taking the con- 
stitution issue into Parliament, they could make the concessions in their own 
good time and at their own good pace. Who could be so idiotic as to have 
expected the Government so brazenly to flout the country’s wishes on the 
Wooding Report and not to have some ulterior plan to legitimate the exercise? 
That plan was to concede — at the end — a lot of what the country wanted so 
that what we lost in method, we would gain in content. 


That was the plan. And Tapia’s presence in the Senate, in Parliament 
has now put a colossal'spanner in the works. Any concession the Government 
makes now will redound to the Tapia credit. Concessions are therefore going 
to be very difficult to make especially since we will be putting dynamite in 


their behind, turpentine in their tail on all the issues, economic, social, 
cultural as well as constitutional. 


The Tapia Move to the Senate was our master stroke. Those in Tapia 
who would have counselled against it must see that our entry could not have 
been anticipated by the Government and could only have come as a great 
surprise to upset the plan so carefully laid. They must see that Tapia can only 
legitimate the Parliament if in the course of doing so, we became the valid 
spokesmen for the country in which case we are going to win the next 
elections. They must appreciate that it is precisely because we feel confident 
of our political superiority and strength that we have gone into the lion’s den 
and ‘we have this confidence only because of the popular response to Tapia. 

The one real risk 1s that Tapia must now employ the arts ot political 
orchestration in an arena which we do not totally control. That is in the 
nature of the business and the restraint on abuse or excess is something which 
only our internal political organisation and discipline can successfully gua- 
rantee a place. So even as we prepare for elections, for Government, for 
office and for power, we must be careful to maintain the democratic and the 
participatory character of Tapia so that our leaders in government and 
politics will keep their feet on the ground, their roots in the grass and their 
commitments to our people. 

But prepare for elections and for government, for office and for powe! 
we must. We have no choice now. We are deep in it and the only way we ©a 


emerge with honour is to accept the challenge and move to represent our 
people with all the political resources at our command. 
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Preparation For Government 


PREPARATIONS for Government are in some ways more difficult 
than preparations for elections, the latter being familiar to the 
entire country. The work involved here falls under three heads. 

At the base is the work of the Planning Committees — in economics, in 
education, in sport and the whole range of interests approved by the Tapia 
Council of Representatives. This work must now proceed apace to fill out the 
sketches set out in Power to the People and in Tapia’s New World following 
the Assembly on November 18 and January 20 last. 

In education for example, we need fundamental study. The Govern- 
ment has simply been regurgitating received doctrine without any sense of 
experimentation, without any creative imagination, without any real purpose. 
The same is true in economics where the only answer is still to shop about the 
world for partners without any plan for activating the little people. 

And then there is the inflation, the breakdown of the utilities, the 
mounting pressure on the average man in the street none of which the 
Government has been bothered to face up to. Our Study Brigades and our 
Planning Committees must now present real and constructive alternatives. Ou1 
White Papers on Oil and on the Budget and our Ten Year Plan for National 
Reconstruction and for Tobago, if the appropriate resolutions adopted by this 
Assembly, will all provide some of the needed focus. 

To push the work to its logical conclusions, we need far more Com- 
mittees. We need Doctors and related professionals to fill out the health plan; 


we need the architects and related tradesmen to fill out the programme on 
housing and town planning; and so on. The lawyers to look at law reform, 


the academics to propose for the University. There is no limit to our burdens 
and the time to saddle the responsibility is now. Now, so that when we take 
charge, we will be ready to govern and govern well. 

The second head under which we must prepare for Government is of 
course Parliament. While we are there, we may as well acquire those arts of 
choreography which are valuable in that medium. The time may come before 
long when the cost to the Government of Tapia’s Senate presence will become 
prohibitive and then they will have to engineer us out. But while we are there, 
we must develop and employ every skill to articulate the hopes and aspirations 
of the New National Movement with our commitment to a participatory 
economy and a truly equal place for every creed and race. 
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The third head of preparation is that of Executive responsibility. 
Already we have a National Executive, responsible for formulating the policy 
of Tapia in conjunction with the other members of the Council and which 
from day to day, carries out the Tapia plan of action in the community. 

From that Executive, we must fashion an Executive capable of administering 

the instruments of State. 

In April jast, I alerted our Assembly to the way in which I thought a 
Tapia Government might proceed to Organise the State. The proposals have 
been published for study in Prospects for Our Nation. It is obviously too 
early to concretise them but it is high time that we begin to group our res- 
ponsibilities in a way that would lead smoothly and naturally to the most 
efficient assignment of tasks at the level of a Tapia Government. Our presence 
in the Senate should help in this connection. 


My proposal was for 9 groupings in all. 


Parliament 

Public Administration 

Local Government & Police 

Justice and Legal Affairs 

Planning & Reconstruction 
Economics and Finance 

National Welfare & National Service 
External Affairs & Defence. 


Perhaps the most i 
proposal is that it co 
the State. For exam 


mportant reason for elaborating and studying an 
ntains a certain revolutionary vision of the graente 
ple, defence and national security under a Tapia Gove 
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ment would become an external matter. Finance would be subordinate to 
economics while national welfare and national service would be twinned to 
demonstrate to citizens both their right to a just share of the welfare poten- 
tials and their responsibility to contribute service in return. Also important is 
the Tapia plan to civilize the police by devoting a large part of police 
resources to essentially local government work. If these unconventional 
measures are to be implemented, prior mastery of them is a must. So much 
for the preparation for Government. Preparation for elections is also the order 
of the day. The trumpet has sounded. 

The party that we need will not take its final shape until all the institu- 
tions crack and people take alignment on the fundamental question of what 
kind of Trinidad and Tobago they want for the future. Tapia expects every 
race to split, every class, every colour, every Union, every political party. 

In the iast analysis, there will be two sides and no more. Those for the 
New World and those for the Old Regime Our country is too wise to let frag- 





| “The party we need will not take its final 

| shape until all the institutions crack and 

| people take alignment on the question of 
what kind of Trinidad and Tobago they 
want”’. 


mentation stand in the way at such a crucial historical juncture. Once the 
country selects a horse to ride against the old racist and neo-colonial regime, 
the large multitude of the citizens are going to back it for all they are worth. 
The entire country knows that we can’t afford to fail; that we can’t contem- 
plate another five years of this iniquitous dispensation. We must make our bid 
for freedom; or forever be in chains. 

That re-alignment is coming soon and we in Tapia must be prepared for’ 
it by refusing to acknowledge any of the stock categories of political classifi- 
cation. It is enough if we articulate the hopes and the dreams of the dispos- 
sessed, the disadvantaged, the psychologically brutalized, the entire universe 
of people who are seeking the new dawn, matters not whence they come. 
Black or White, African or Indian, rich or poor, have or have nots — Tapia 's 
only condition is that they disavow the old regime, repudiate the old and opt 


19 


World. We will take them any way they are — sinner or gai 
for wage end, our National Executive has invited here this citer, 
many Tyades Union leaders and political figures. ee want them all to know 
that Tapia is very wary of the concept of sinners an saints. We know that the 
first assault on the old regime’ was made by the militant Unions in the dark 
days of the 1960’s when there existed no hope for a Movement to bell the 
cat. Then in 1968/69 the New World Movement played its part followed by 
the Black Power Movement; and only months ago, by the uprising in the 
Sugar Belt. = JG 

We in Tapia have made our own contribution to the building of an 
enduring opposition Movement but the Movement is infinitely larger than 
we. The only reasonable course for us to take is to leave room for collabora- 
tion with other forward looking groupings in the country, to make bridges 
that men of goodwillcouldcross. Whatever preparations we make for the 
coming election will have to take account of this. 

Notwithstanding those very valid considerations, Tapia must now move 
expeditiously to bring into the open the local support that we have won by 
our community, intellectual and political work over the years. That is the 
immediate task. Nothing must get in the way of the rapid mobilisation and 
organisation of Tapia people on every street, in every district, in every town, 
constituency, and region. The Campaign Manager will be outlining his strategy 
to get this political campaign going; and the Community Secretary will be 
getting in touch with Tapia people to pass on his plans for sustaining and 
expanding national political organisation. 


Bro. Chairman, Brothers & Sisters, 

There is another saying in Tapia which is this. After ole mas is new 
politics. I agree, Is time for the change. It is time for the change and the Tapia 
way depends on all of us. The ole rhas is at its height now. New politics. 
Sound the reveille; ring the bell and call the people. Call them and organise; 
there is no other way. 

The perspectives are clear for all the world to see. For the first time in 
many years, the prospect of a political alternative is real. And the motive force 
of that alternative can only be in the Tapia House. 


Ring The Bell = Call The People 
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Publications 


LATEST FROM TAPIA 


Participatory Democracy — C.V. Gocking 
We are in a State — Ivan Laughlin 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Pamphlets 
1 Black Power and National Reconstruction 
— Lloyd Best 
2 Black Power in Humai Song — Syl Lowhar 
4+5 Constitution Reform — Tapia’s Proposals 
Government and Politics in the West Indies 
— Lloyd Best 
6 The Machinery of Government and Reform 
of the Public Service — Denis Solomon 
Constitution of tne Tapia House Group and 
Related Documents 


Booklets 


a A a ere 

















1 Democracy or Oligarchy? — C.V. Gocking 
2 Power to the People 
3 Tapia’s New World 
4 Prospects for our Nation — Lloyd Best 
5 Whose Republic? 3 
6 Honourable Senators 09 
Bound Volumes 


Vol. 1 (Nos. 15 — 23) 

Vol. 1 No. 26 — Vol. 2 No. 13 
.3 (1973) 

4 (Nos. 1 — 26) 
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40¢ 
25¢ 


APPLICATION FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 


Cn eae GP BN Sear a Se eget eM ehale™ ea oale a CK e le ako ek sar ee eee 


(Surname) (Other names) 2 


Address: 


Teer eng see Sees a 20 EOE OS ORD SO DUS Da Oar Lea ea ie MECC Oe Oo SEO eG ato S. Gee 


I eR i a ar ab a a ORO CO ce Oe ee nS Geese & Ae 


Se i RC EOE ee EL Mei SO 0D EO oe Ge Cer i et eR en eae ae 2 


eee el rel ere: see te oO Oe CRORE OS Cn ete a Taree oer ere Dette ee 6 ee 


0 SE SS a ee et Cee ae es 


Group affiliation :(Indicate or insert) 
TAPIA HOUSE GROUP 


Era U OI e te0 Tl ree Cee ese Ce SD TUNAPUNA 
PAPIASHOUSETGROUPR.2 .. sss og 2? Ste TOBAGO 
TAPIA HOUSE-GROUP: «53.3 els So sacckt, SAN FERNANDO 


TAPIA HOUSE GROUP 


2. 2 © © @ 
Ga0-0 6 OD 0 5 
ogee oe Oe Om el -elme! Hiv) leila) te) .efsle. 0, (0) 01 lece 


[ hereby subscribe to the rules of the TAPIA HOUSE GROUP. 
I enclose $1.00 membership fee and $ .... . Monthly Subscnption. 


Signed: 


‘jate. — 
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TAPIA CAMPAIGN FUND 


I pledge the sum of $ to be paid into the Fund by 1975 
Signed ...... ee ae 
OR 
I pledge to pay the sum of $ into the Fund every week/fortnight/ 
month (delete as required) commencing 1975. 
Signied:. J..4 S52 Be a. aaieeaieies 
NAME (In Block Letters). . 77 £2230 34.08 2b. 22 ee 
BUSIDRESS © oes sos =» nese w ome eee peepee ice 
TAPIA MEMBER YES O NO O 
(Tick in Box) 


* Pledges in the form of cash or cheque may be forwarded direct to: 
The Administrative Secretary 
‘Tapia House Group, 
82-84 St. Vincent St., Tunapuna 
Tel: 662-5126. 
*Cheques are to be made payable to:— The Tapia House Group. 
* Bankers Orders are to be deposited in: — The Tapia House Group 
Account, Barclays Bank, Tunapuna. 
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Our coverage of 
THE REGION 
is unsurpassed anywhere 
for focus and point. 
Keep abreast of the 


real currents in the 
Caribbean Sea. 














NEW RATES 
Effective from March 23, 1975. 
[rinidad & Tobago $15.00 T.T. 
CARJCOM Area 25.00 W.I. 
Other Caribbean 17.50 U.S. 
North America 21.00 U.S. 
United Kingdom £11.20 U.K. 
Western Eurcpe 14.00 U.K. 
Bound Volumes 1973 $20.00 T.T. 
Bound Volumes 1974 24.00 T.T. 


Back Issues Available 
Overseas Deliveries Airmail. Surface Rates on Request 
Postage Extra on Bound Volumes. 


___ Tapia, 82,St. Vincent St. Tunapuna, 
Trinidad & Tobago, W.I. Telephone 662-5126. 
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